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DEDICATION. 
| To the Church of CnrisT 2050 aſſemble 


for Religious . or ſhip in New-Court, 
near Lincoln's-Inn Fields. 


My dear Chriſtian Friends, 


HE N TI preached the following Diſcourſe 
the Publication of it was foreign to my 
Thoughts ; nor ſhould it now have appeared in the 
World, but in Compliance with your unanimous 
Requeſt, which J look on as a Teſtimony of your fin- 
cere Afection for the Memory of your dear deceaſed 
Paſtor. The folemn Subject of Death was fo well 
tandled and improved in a Sermon preached to 

ju the Afternoon of the ſame Day by my Father 

in the Miniftry the Rev. Mr Hall, which «will be 
publiſhed in a few Days, that T cannot but ſay, 

mine may be called A Mourning Ring, his 

the Diamond ſer in it. 


A 2 Concerning 
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' Concerning your late worthy Paſtor, it may 
not be improper to obſerve, That in a very hor! 
Time after he entered on the Sacred Miniſiry, he 
preached twekve Sermans * on Rev. v. G. I beheld, 
and lo, in the Midſt of the Throne ſtood a 
Lamb, as it had been ſlain; and five more on 
Rev. xxi. 5. He that ſat on the Throne ſaid, 
Behold, I make all Things new; which Ser— 
uus arc bound in one Volume, and dedicated ti; 
the Hearers of. them at Newcaſtle upon Tyne, 
who 1mportuned him to make them public; and 1 
believe thoſe of you who have carefully peruſed 
them, cannot but wiſh they were reprinted and 
propagated in every Chriſtian Family. Thus le 
ſet aut teftifying the Goſpel of the Grace of God, 
and as he begun, ſo he went on in his Gre: 
Maſter's Service, declaring the Doctrine of 
Juſtification by the imputed Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt in Eight Sermons, and the Myſtery of Wt 
Godlineſs, God manifeſt in the Fleſh, ©. WF | 
c 


in Sixty-one Sermons, which are publiſhed to the 
Morld, and which highly deſerve your repeated 
Peruſal. Belides theſe Volumes, there is bis 7 
| Chriſtian's. Joy, his Sermons on Chriſt's Suffer- 7 
| | ings in the Lime-ſtreet, Leclures, the Duty a 
| and Doctrine of Baptiſm, together with a gred! tl 
| Varies B 


* Entitled, Chriſtus in Calo: The Quality and Work of # di 
glorified Redcemer. 3 
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Variety of Jingle Diſcourſes on ſpiritual and poli- 
tical Subjects, which have met with great Ac- 
ceptance from the real Lovers of the Goſpel, and 
the true Friends of the Hanoverian Succeſſion, 


The laft Sermon he preached was on Aug. 12, 
1759, (Aug. 1, O. S.) a Day much to be re- 
membered by every honeſt - hearted Briton, and 
eſpecially by Proteſtant Diſſenters, as it was the 
Day of our Deliverance by th» happy Acceſſion of 
King GeoRGE the Firſt, His $5; was 
Mic. v. 5. 'This Man ſhall be the Peace wien 
the Aſſyrian ſnall come into our Land, Sc. 
Thus he bore his Teſtimony to the End. A few 
Days after he thus appeared for Chriſt and his 
Country he was taken ill, fo as to be prevented 
attending Public Worſhip Three Lord's Days. 
But during his Illneſs God was with him. He 
did not caſt him off in the Time of old Age, 
| nor forſake him when his Strength failed, 

| for though, through his bodily Indiſpofition, his 


at ſome Intervals he Was able to expreſs, That 
none but Chriſt was the Foundation of his Hope; 
that he had the Preſence of God with him, 
and that he was going to his right Hand, where 
there are Pleaſures for evermore. In this firm 
Belief, and in this comfortable Frame of Soul, 
died your aged Paſtor. 
For 


Speech was ſometimes interrupted, nevertheleſs 
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Fur a hong Series of Years the Lord in his 
abundant Mercy continued him as a burning and 
a ſhining Light in his Sanctuary, furniſhed 
him with popular Talents, rendered him a very 
uſeful In/lrument to many Souls, and preſerved 
him as a good Soldier of Jeſus Chriſt in Seaſons of 
great Temptation and Danger. Notwithſtanding 
he was poſſeſſed with an uncommon Degree of na- 
tural Vivacity, yet never was Man more fleady 
in the Principles of the Goſpel, more regular in 
Family-Morſbip, nor more fixed and undaunted 
in the Cauſe of Truth and Liberty, for he ſet his 
Face as a Flint againſt the dgſtructive Tenets of 
the Arians on the one hand, and of the Jacobites 
on the other. — He had in his Time a very extenſive 
Acquaintance, eſpecially among Perfons of Di/- 
tinction and ſuperior Rank, by whom he was 
greatly valued as a moſt agreeable Companion; and 
at the ſame Time he was highly eſteemed by his 
real Brethren in the Miniſtry for his faithful and 
zealous Defence of the Eſſentials of Chriſtianity. 
He abborred a narrow bigotted Spirit among the 
Profeſſors of the ſame Goſpel; and whatever 
Warmth appeared in his natural Temper, eſpect- 
ally when the Infirmities of Age increaſed upon 
him, yet this muſt be ſaid, That he was always 
open and honeſt, and delivered the very — 
0 
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of his Heart. — But, he needs no Commendation 
from Man : his Praiſe was in the Goſpel 
throughout all the Churches, and that Goſpel 
was ſo dear to him, that be defired, if it was the 
Will of God, be might die preaching it. 


And now, my dear Friends, what does the 
Lord our God require of us, but to make a 


bath made upon us? May the Lord ſanctiſy it to 
his dear Relict, to his Children and Grandchildren, 
to you, and to all who attended upon his Miniſtry, 
as well as to myſelf, who, for a few Weeks, was 
united with him in the Paſtoral Office. 


Let me call on you to bleſs God for continuing 
your deceaſed Paſtor ſo long among you ; and 
while you are mourning your Loſs, do not forget 
to admire and adore the Divine Mercy, that 
though the Veſſel is broke, the Treaſure is not loft : 
The ſame Goſpel is preached unto you. Let it be 
your daily Concern and Prayer that this bleſſed 
Goſpel may come to you, not in Word only, but 
in Power, in the Holy Ghoſt and in much 
Aſſurance, remembering that gracious Declara- 


Redeemer, the holy one of Iſrael, I am the 
Lord thy God which teacheth thee to profit, 
| which 


ſpiritual Improvement of the awful Breach he 


an, Tai. xlviii. 17. Thus fays the Lord thy 


VE 
which leads thee by the Way that thou 
ſhalt go. 


And now, may the Lord of the Harveſt, wha 
in his Providence has called me to take the Over- 
fight of you as a Church, bleſs and own my Miniſiry 
among you to your ſpiritual Improvement, enabl: 
For: to ſtand faſt in the Faith, and to increaſe 
and abound in Love one towards another; 
end may his Spirit be poured down on your 
Seed, and his Bleſſing on your Offspring 


This 1s the hearty and conflant Prayer of 


Your Servant for JIESVs Sake, 


ih. mw co 1 . 
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2 Richard Winter. 
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Knowing that ſhortly I muſt put off this my Ta- 
bernacle, even as our Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath 
ſhowed me. 


S it has pleaſed the infinitely wiſe and 
A holy Gop to remove from this Stage 
of Service and Suffering your aged 
and venerable Paſtor, I thought it therefore 
a Duty incumbent on me, conſidering the 
ſacred Connection in which I ſtood to him, 
and the ſpiritual Relation in which I ſtand 
to you, to attempt the Improvement of this 
bercaving Providence for the Benefit of your 
Souls, 
Many of us followed his Corps to the 
Grave the laſt Evening, and ſaw it depoſited in 
that Houſe appointed for all living; but there is 
a more exalted and refined Senſe in which we 
are to be Followers of them, who thro Faith 
and Patience inherit the Promiſes. So far as they 
imitated ChRISH we are to imitate them. You 
may well think, that he being dead, yet ſpeaks, 
B He 
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He ſpeaks to you by thoſe excellent Diſcourſe; 
he publiſhed to the World after he delivered 
them from the Pulpit, wherein appear a ſo- 
lid Judgment, and an unſhaken Zeal in De- 
fence of the Truth as it is in Je; ſo that 
what Mr Calamy an ejected Miniſter of the 
laſt Century ſaid in his Sermon, at the Fu- 
neral of Mr Simeon Aſh, I may apply to my 
reverend deceaſed Father in the Miniſtry, 
«© He was not a Reed ſhaken with every 
« Wind, but as firm as a Rock; an im- 
« moveable Pillar in God's Houſe ; un- 
* changeable in changeable Times.” You 
all know that this was not only his Political, 
but his miniſterial Character, in which was 
exemplified the Motto he choſe to his Coat 
of Arms, PRO CurisTo ET PATRIA, Fer 
CHRIST and my Country, Theſe Things which ye 
have both learned and received, and heard and 
ſeen in him, do, and the God of Peace ſhall le 
with you. 

WHarT the Apoſtle Peter ſays of himſelf 
in the Verſe preceding my Text may be ap- 
plied to your deceaſed Paſtor, He thought it 
meet as long as he was in his Tabernacle, to ſlir 
you up by putting you in Remembrance ; and he 
the rather did this under many bodily Infir- 
mities, knowing that in a little while he as 

fo 


t:3-3 
to put off bis Tabernacle, and then he would 
be abt to ſpeak to you no more. 

Now tho' there were ſome Circumſtances 
peculiar to the Caſe of the Apoſtle Peter 
when he wrote this Epiſtle, as I ſhall have 
occaſion to hint hereafter unto you, never- 
theleſs, as he himſelf tells us in this Chapter, 
No Prephecy, or Part of Scripture, 7s of any 
private Interpretation ; theretore the Words of 
my Text may be improved by us, to lead us 
toa Senſe of our own Frailty and Mortality ; 
for whatever be our Stahding in Life, we 
ought to know, that ſhortly we muſt put off 
this our Tabernacle, and happy for us if we 
can add, even as our Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath 
ſhewed us. 

Ix opening this Paſſage I ſhall ſuggeſt the 
n Things. 


I. We have here the Deſcription that is 
given of this our mortal Body; it is 
called a Tabernacle. 


II. Tus Manner in which we are to part 
with it; it muſt be put of: 


III. Tye Time when this great Event is 
to take place; it is ſhortly. 


B 2 IV. 
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IV. Tun Means and Way of our coming 
to the certain Knowledge of this; it is 
as our Lord Jeſus Chriſt has ſhewed us, 

And then cloſe with an Application. 


I. IT is neceſſary to take notice of the 
Deſcription that is given of this our mortal 
Body; it is called a Tebernacke. 
| So this Apoſtle calls it twice over in two 
Verſes; and herein he followed his bel;xed 
Brother Paul, who ſays in 2 Cor. v. 1. We knw 
that when our earthly Houſe of this Tabernacle 
Hall be diſſolved, we have a Building of God, an 
Houſe not made with Hands, eternal in the 
Heavens. 

UnDER this Deſcription I ſhall obſerve 
theſe four Particulars. 

[1] Our Thoughts ought to be carried 
up to the Contriver and Author of this Ta- 
bernacle, for no Structure can rear itſelf, 

[2] Tu Metaphor ſhews that the Body 
1s but the meaner Part of Man. 

[3] IT points out e Uncertainty of this pre- 
ſent Life. 

And [4] THAT our Days on Earth are as 
a Shadow, and there is none abiding, and there- 
fore it is oppoſed to a fixed and conſtant 
Abode in a future World. 


[1] OUR 
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[1] Our Thoughts ought to be carried up 
to the Contriver and Author of this Taber- 
nacle, for no Structure can rear itſelf. 

AND here we are led ſo far back as to the 
original Conſtitution of Man, Gen. 11. 7. 
The Lord God formed Man of the Duſt of the 
Ground, &c. Gop having made the World, 
and furniſhed it with all the Neceſſaries and 
Delights of Life, then formed Man, and 
introduced him into the Poſſeſſion thereof. 
He made the Houſe, ſtored it with Provi- 
ſions, and then brought the Inhabitant into 
it. Indeed ur Formation 1s brought about 
after another Manner, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks 


in Heb. x11. 9. Ve have bad Fathers of our 


Fleſh, thoſe from whom we derive our Fleſh, 
or mortal Bodies, by natural Generation, ac- 
cording to the ſettled Appointment and 


Order of Gop ; nevertheleſs it is worthy our 


Conſideration, that the wiſeſt and beſt of 
Men have taken Pleaſure in contemplating 
the Wiſdom, Power and Goodneſs of Gon, 
in the Make and Conſtitution of their Bodies. 


Job x. 11. Thou haft clothed me with Skin and 


Fleſh, and hajt . me with Bones and Sinuetos: 
The Skin and Fleſh is the natural Clothing, 


the Bones and Sinews are the natural Armour 


of Man, And in exerciſing our Thoughts 
on 
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on the Structure, Symmetry and Shape of 
our Bodies, we may well ſay with David, 
Pſal. cxxxix. 14, 15, 16. I will praiſe thee, for 
Tam fearfully and wonderfully made: marvellous 
are thy Works, and that my Soul knows right 
well, My Subſtance was not hid from thee when 
T was made in ſecret, and curiouſly wrought in 
the loweſt Parts of the Earth, &c. 

"T1s the common Language of many in 
our Day, that Nature has done this and that 
for them ; but if Nature 1s put in the room 
of Gop, it is the Language of an Atheilt. 
Nature, and natural Cauſes, what are they? 
They are all Nothing, without the Gop of 
Nature to direct and diſpoſe every Particular 
of them. 

WELL then, look on your Bodies as the 
Workmanſhip of an infinitely ſkilful and 
mighty Agent, your Shape, Stature, Pro- 
portion, Features and Complexion, with 
whatever elſe eſſentially belongs to them; 
and beware of diſhonouring, defiling and 


deſtroying them, by any Kind of Intempe- 


rance, Senſuality and Luxury, remembering 
that the Body is to be for the Lord. As he is 
the Maker, he ought to be glorified thereby. 
Rom. vi. 19, Yield your Members Servants 10 
Righteouſ- 
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Righteouſneſs unto Holineſs, Well then, this 


[2] Tur Body is called a Tabernacle, to 
ſhew, that 1c is but the meaner-Part of Man. 

A Tabernacle 1s very different from a 
| ſtately magnificent Edifice. The Tabernacle 

of Moſes was but a mean Structure compared 
| with the Temple of So/omon. Indeed the 
| Bodies of the Saints, as well as their Souls, 
| in this imperfect State are called, the Temple 
of the HoLy GHOST. He ſanctifies them by 


vice; but I ſpeak now of the Body in a na- 
lural Senſe, that compar'd with the Soul it is 
by far the meaneſt Part of the Man; and 
yet ſuch 1s the Depravation of our Nature, 
how common 1s it for Multitudes to treat it 
a5 if it was the more noble Part; all their 
Thought, Care -and Induſtry ſhall be em- 
ployed about what they ſhall eat, what they 
ſrall drink, or wherewithal they ſhall be 
led; while the precious immortal Soul is 
negletted, as if there was no Hereafter. But 
t behoves us all to conſider, That the Body 
was formed to be the Servant of the Soul, 
ad not the Soul of the Body. 

[3] Tye Body being called a Tabernacle, 
joints out the Uncertainty of this preſent Life. 


A Ta- 


Tabernacle was rear'd by an Almighty Hand. 


his Grace, and conſecrates them to his Ser- 
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A Tabernacle, or Tent, is a mwveable Build- 
ing; here one Day, there another. This 
ſhews us, while we are in this Life we are in | 
a State of Alteration. There is nothing certain 
but Uncertainty. Changes are all around 
us, in the World, in the Church, in Fami- 
lies, and in our own Perſons. The Apoſtle 
ſays, 1 Cor. vii. 31. They that uſe this World a; 
not abuſing it, for the Faſhion of this World palſcs 
away, To abuſe the World, is to ſet your 
Heart upon it, as if it was your chief Good; 
but little Reaſon 1s there for that, when the 
Faſhion, the Scheme, 73 532, the Form of 
it ſeduces, and is ever changing. Our Life, 
Health, Strength, animal Spirits, our Po- 
ſeſſions, and all the Circumſtances attending 
us are continually fluctuating. While we 
are in the Body we dwell in a Tabernacle, 
and that informs us, I ſay, of our incon- 
ſtant and flitting Condition. 

Tais leads me [4] to obſerve, That a 
Days on the Earth are as a Shadow, and there i. 
none abiding. So David acknowledged in 
1 Chron. xxix. 15. 

A Tabernacle is raiſed but for a particular 
Seaſon, It 1s not a fixed ſettled Abode, as 
that is which is poſſeſſed in the future World. 
The Patriarchs dwelt in Tabernacles, Gas 
} 
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by they declared themſelves Pilgrims and So- 


journers on the Earth. This Tabernacle, this 


Body of ours 1s to come down ; the Stakes 
thereof are to be removed, and the Cords 
thereof to be broken; and this 1s owing to 
Sin as the original Cauſe, for ſo the Apoſtle 
tells us, Rom. v. 12. By one Man Sin entered 
into the World, and Death by $ in, and fo Death 
paſſed on all Men, for that, or in whom, all have 
fnned. The Sentence Gop pronounced on 
Man's Tranſgreſſion lies upon us all, Gen. iii. 
19, Duſ? thou art, and unto Duſt thou ſbolf re- 
turn. Even where Sin is pardoned by the 
free Grace of Gop in CHRIST Jrsvus, the 
Sentence is not reverſed ; but then happy for 
the pardoned Soul, Death hath loſt his Sting, 
and through the Atonement and Victory of 
our LoxD Jesvs on the Croſs, it is turned 
into a Meſſenger of Peace. 

Now, I fay, by our Body being called a 
Tabernacle we are taught, that the whole 
Frame is one Day to be taken in Pieces. 
A Tabernacle is of no Continuance, nor are 
we ſuffered to continue, L. reaſon of Death. W hat- 
ever Stoutneſs may be in your natural Con- 
ſtitution, though you may have, as we ſay, 
an Heart of Oak, "nevertheleſs i it is but 4 Ta- 
bernacle you carry about you ; and ſometimes 


C we 
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we ſee thoſe who are the ſtrongeſt built fall 
at once into the Grave, while others of a 
tender delicate Make, ſhall wear out in a 
very gradual Manner, and go down Step by 
Step into it. 

WELL, this is the Deſcription given of 
the Human Body; it is but a Tabernacle, 
and therefore of none abiding; and this, I 
ſay, is oppoſed to a firm and unalterable 
Abode in another World. The Saints there 
have a Building of Gop, an Houle that can 
never be removed. 

I cannot but note here, that though Her 
who built this Tabernacle orders it down 
whenever he pleaſes, yet we may be ſure of 
this, with reſpect both to Miniſters and pri- 
vate Chriſtians, he never takes them out of 
this World, till hey have finiſhed the More 
given em to do. Had not your deceaſed 
Paſtor ſerved his Generation according to the 
Will of God, he would not have fallen aſkep, 
been laid to his Fathers, and ſcen Corruption. It 
18 after we have done the Will of God, ae ſhall in- 

berit the Promiſes. 


I Now proceed, II. To ſhew you the Mau- 


ner in which we are ſaid to part with this Ta- 
bernacle, 


£341 
bernacle, or mortal Body; the Apoſtle ſays, 
I muſt put it off. 

Now here obſervef_ 1]this zs necefſary Buſt 
neſs. It is what muſt be done; as it is ſaid 
alſo in 2 Sam. xiv. 14. We muſt needs die, and 
are as Water ſpilt on the Ground, which cannot 
be gathered up ; it is irrecoverable. There is 
no returning to our Work and Place again- 
The Stroke muit come ſooner or later, for 
it is appointed ts Men once to die, and the Sta- 
tute-Law of Heaven muſt be executed, 
Thoſe are very proper and very ſolemn 
Queſtions in Zach. 1. 5. and they carry their 
own Anſwers in them, Tur Fathers, where 
are they? They are not here, but in a ſepa- 
rate State. And the Prophets, do they live for 
ever? No, not in this World; they have 
taken their Flight from Earth and Senſe into 
an eternal World; and as ſure as they are 
gone, we mult go after them, Jeb xx1. 33. 
Every Man ſhall drow after him, as there are 
innumerable before him. It is a beaten Road; 
it has been and mult be trod; it is the Way 
of all the Earth. In other Matters we may 
get a Releaſe, but ere is no Diſcharge in this 
War. There can be no bribing, no cluding, 
no flying from the laſt Enemy. 

C's [2] Tux 


6 
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[2] Tux Apoſtle here ſpeaks of a volun- 
tary Reſignation. 

Thou there was a Neceſſity of putting 
off his Tabernacle, yet he was free to give 
himſelf up to the Stroke whenever Gop 
called. However inelegant, or inaccurate 
this Phraſe may appear to thoſe who are 
above meaſure critical, ſeeing that a Taber- 
nacle, ſtrictly ſpeaking, is not put off, but 
pulled down, yet it ſhews us what a Fulneſs 
there 1s in the Word of Gon; that it abounds 
with Alluſions to natural Things. Here is 
not only a Tabernacle to be taken down, but a 
Burden to be thrown off. By Death the Soul 
1s eaſed of the Incumbrance of mortal 
Fleſh. Or rather, here is an Alluſion to cur 
putting off our Clothes when We retire to Reſt. As 
the Time of Life is called a Day, fo the Time 
of Death is compared to Mt; and when 
that Night comes the Soul will be ſtripped 
of the Body, for te Seu more properly 7s 
tbe Man, while the Body is as the Raiment, 
This fame Metaphor the Apoſtle uſes in 
2 Cor. v. 4. We that are in this Tabernacle db 
groan being burdened, not for that we would be 
uncle ed but clothed upon, that Mortality might 
be fwallwed up of Life. When he ſays, We 
would not be unclothed, he means we would 

not 
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got be unembodied, but clothed upon, 9. 4. 
on Account of a natural Fear of Death we 
* cannot but ſhrink back, ſtart at the Thought 
of a Diſſolution, and would be glad to be 
| tranſlated as Enoch and Elijab were, that we 
| ſhould not ſee Death. Not but that thoſe 
| holy Men of Gop underwent a Change that 
was equivalent to Death; ſuch a Change as 
| ſhall paſs on the Saints who are found alive 
at the Coming of Chriſt ; for in 1 Cor. xv. 51. 
Me ſhall not all fleep, but we ſhall all be changed, 
| in a moment, in the twinkling of an Eye; and 
| yet I ſay, though there may be this natural 
| Fear of Death, though Nature may recoil, 
nevertheleſs a true Chriſtian, in the full Ex- 
erciſe of Faith, is voluntary in dying, as a 
Man is in putting off his Garments when he 
withdraws to his Bed. This is what ſome 
good People mean, when they have been 
brought to the Confines of Eternity, that 
they were not afraid of being dead, but of 
ching; Nature ſhuddered and ſhrunk back, 
though at the ſame Time they had a Peace 
ad a Joy in believing; a Privilege which 
jour deceaſed Paſtor was favoured with, who 
ed out at one Time on his dying Bed, 
Ume, Lord Jeſus, come. At another Time, 
Put a little before he departed, he faid, God 
75 
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is with me, and I am with him; J am going 6 
his right Hand, where there are Pleaſures fer 
evermore. O bleſſed Frame indeed! Where 
is the Chriſtian that does not with thus to 
die? No Wonder they who experience ſuch 
a Manifeſtation of Divine Love to their 
Souls, are willing to put off the earthly 
Houſe ; or, as the Apoſtle ſays, Phil. i. 23. 
Having a Deſire to depart, and to be with 
Chriſt, which is far better; far better than to 
continue here in a World of Sin and Afflic- 
tion. A dying Time, my Friends, is a fl. 
Ping Time. We are then diveſted of all the 
Comforts of this mortal State, of the So- 
ciety of Friends and Relatives here upon 
Earth ; we are then itripped of theſe dying 
Bodies, and go unclothed into an everlaſting 
World. What can reconcile any Soul to 
this 1 important Change, what can make him 
deſire to give up his Body to the Stroke of 
Death, but a believing Proſpect of being 
with the Lord us Chriſt to behold his Glory, 
there to enjoy infinitely more than he leaves 
behind. This will make the Soul willing to 
put off his Tabernacle. 

THERE is a putting off the old Man at firſt 
Converſion, but not till Death is this Change 
perfect in Degree ; and then, when : Be- 

jever 


SE 


liever puts off his Body of Fleſh, he will alſo 


put off all the Remainders of Sin ; and from 
that Moment he ſhall never feel a pricking 
Brier, or a grieving Thorn. No more Cloud 
to come between CHRIST and the Soul, no 
more Workings of Unbelief and Pride, no 
more wandering Thoughts and anxious Cares, 
but God ſhall wipe away all Tear; from his Eyes. 
I cannorT. help obſerving, | 3} That this 
Phraſe, I muſt put off my Tabernacle, ought to 
bring to our Minds, that a Time will aſ- 

ſuredly come, *wwhe7: it 2011] be put on again. 
OuR Clothes are laid afide at Night, to 
be worn again in the Morning ; and thus it 
will be with the Bodies of the Saints and 
Faithful in Cugisr JesUs. The Lord IEsus 
himſelf aroſe from the Dead as a public Perſen, 
having made a full Satis faction to Divine 
Juſtice ; and therefore, as he became he Fig 
Fruits of them that ſleep, the whole Harveſt 
ſhall be gathered in. As it was the ſame Body 
of CHRIST which was laid in the Grave that 
aroſe, ſo ſhall the ſame Bodirs of the Saints be 
put on, Indeed this is true of the Wicked as 
well as of the Righteous ; but I ſpeak of the 
Righteous now, who ſhall be clothed with the 
ame Body, but with fo great an Alteration 
for the better, that it is called by the Apoſtle, 
a ſpiritual 
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a ſpiritual Body, the ſame in its Eſſence, but 
ſpiritual in its Qualities, perfectly free from 
all Diſorder, Weakneſs and ImperfeCtion, 
an Help rather than an Hindrance to the 
Soul. I is ſown in Corruption, it is raiſed in 
Incorruption. In the glorious Morning of the 
Reſurrection, ſuch a Body ſhall be put on by 
every Saint. Every one will have his own 
Body. Then will the Corps of your deceaſed 
Paſtor, which now dwells in Duſt, ſleep in 
Jeſus, and reſts in Hope, awake and fing upon 
its Re-union with his glorified Spirit, and 
appear with CHRIST in Glory; and you who 
have been the Seals of his Miniſtry in the 
LokD, will then be his Crown of rejoicing it 
the Preſence of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt at tis 
Coming. 

I eass on, III. To remark the Time when 
this great Event of putting off our Taber- 
nacle is to take place; and that is Harth. 
Knowing that ſhortly J muſt do it. The 
Apoſtle uſes the ſame Word ra in Chop. 
11. 1. where it is rendered ſwift, It is as if 
he ſaid, The Time of my Diſſolution haſtens 
on apace ; it comes very ſwiftly, and will be 
here ſpeedily. Now this 1s applicable to 
every one of us, whatever be our Age and 


Condition, in this World, Shortly we ry 
bi 
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bid farewel to all mortal Things, and launch 
into the Ocean of Eternity. Death is ap- 
proaching with all Speed, whether we are 
ſenſible of it or not. 

HRE I ſhall obſerve theſe three Things. 

[1] THAT the Time of Life is fixed by an 
unalterable Decree. 

[2] IT is our Mercy this preciſe Time 7s 
hid from us. 

Axp [z] Let the End come when it will, 
the intermediate Space is but ſhore. 

[1] I'sav, The Time of Life is fixed by an 
unalterable Decree. 

Gop, who has ſettled the Bounds of our 
Habitations, has alſo appointed the Limits of 
our Life. 7% xiv. 5. Seeing his Days are de- 
termined, the Number of his Months are with 
thee, (or in thy Decree) thou haſt appointed his 
Bounds that he cannot paſs. Not only has he 
determined the State of Kingdoms and Na- 
tions, when they ſhall riſe, decay and fall; 
not only has he fixed in the general, the 
Bounds of Life to threeſcore Years and ten; 
but every particular Perſon's Lot and Con- 
dition is appointed, nor is it poſſible to paſs 
the Bounds, becauſe the Purpoſe of Gop 1s 
as immoveable as a Mountain of Braſs. In- 
deed, according to our View of Things, we 
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ſpeak of our being nearer to Death at one 
Time than at another. You may be near 
in your own Apprehenſion, and in the Ac- 
count of your Friends, by means of a 
raging Fever, a pining Sickneſs, or an apo- 
plectic Fit. It is certain, we are all 5¹ 
nearer our Diſſolution than ever; and as cer- 
tain is it, from the Word of Gop, that he 
has fixed e exact Time; there is an appointed 
Time for Man upon Earth, and when that 
Hour comes, willing or unwilling, we muſt 
go the Way by which we ſhall not return. 

[2] IT 1s our Mercy that this preciſe Time 
is hid from us. 

Isaac ſaid, in Gen. xxvui. 2. I am old; J 
know not the Day of my Death. Gop has not 
only vy, but graciouſly reſerved this Know- 
ledge to himſelf. He has put the Times and 
the Seaſons in his own Power. I have heard of 
ſome, who, in the Greatneſs of their Folly, 
have ſaid, It was revealed to them that on 
ſuch a particular Day they ſhould die; and 
it was no Wonder to hear, that thoſe very 
Perſons did, if I may ſo ſay, ſurvive them- 
ſelves. It is well for us that the Time, as 
well as other Circumſtances of our Depar- 
ture, are locked up among the Secrets of 
Heaven, | | 
[3] Wurx- 
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[3] WHENEVER the Time of Death comes 
we may be ſure, between this and that Day 
the Space is but ſhort. 

To ſome it is much ſhorter than to others. 
Who knows but thoſe Words in Yer. xxviii. 
16, may be accompliſhed to ſome in this Aſ- 
| ſembly, This Year thou ſhalt die? Yea, who 
| knows but Gop may ſpeak that alarming 
| Word to this and that Perſon now preſent, 
in Luke X11. 20. This Night ſhall thy Soul be re- 
| quired of thee? It is of the utmoſt Import- 
ance to reflect, what would then become of 
| your Soul for ever? If you have been en- 
abled, through Grace, to believe in the LoRD 
Jesus CHRIST, and to commit your immor— 
tal All into his Hands, then let Death come 
whenever it will, you are ſafe for Eternity. 
but if under a Profeſſion of Love to CHRIST 
you withhold your Heart from him, and truſt 
n your own Doings inſtead of his All- 
lufticient Righteouſneſs, when Death comes, 
t will find you in your Sins, under the Guilt 
and Dominion of them, and then Wrath 
vill come upon you to the uttermoſt. 

Now this IT ſay, Brethren, the Time ts ſhort ; 
b that if you ſhould be ſpared to ſee a few 
more Years, yea, if Gop ſhould grant you 
mz Life, yet even this long Life would be 

| N 2 but 
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but ſhort, when compared, it, with the 
Years of the Patriarchs before the Flood ; 
and eſpecially, ſecondly, when compared with 
the Days of Heaven. What are even a 
thouſand Years twice told to Eternity! Here 
is no Proportion. Eternity, what a Word 
is that? How ſolemn the Sound! We 
frequently ſpeak of it; but how little do we 
think of it? I mean, to any good Purpoſe. 
You are going on as faſt as the Wings of 
'Time can carry you towards an endleſs Du- 
ration, and ſhortly you muſt enter upon it. 
Your Clocks give Warning before they ſtrike, 
and you have many a ſolemn Warning given 
you before the deciſive Moment comes. Gon 
will change the Countenance of your Body, 
and fend your Soul away; and as you know 
not how ſudden this Change may be, it is 
therefore your Wiſdom, your Intereſt and 
Duty, to attend ſeriouſly to what our bleſſed 
Lorp ſays, Matt. xxiv. 44. Be ye alſo reach, 


for in ſuch an Hour as you think not the Son (, 


Man COMES. 


Tux laſt general Head propoſed is, IV. To 
obſerve the Way and Means of the Apoſtles 
coming to the certain Knowledge, that 6s 
muſt ſhortly put off” his Tabernacle, 

+ KNOWING 


211 
KNOwWIN this; it was not a Matter of 
Conjecture, founded on a Probability, but 


| what he was fully perſivaded of; not only that 
he muſt die, but die /hortly. But how was 
| he aſſured of it ? Was it becauſe he was now 


grown old and infirm, and therefore accord- 


ing to the Courſe of Nature he had not long 


to live? It is true, Perſons in an advanced State 
of Life may eaſily gather, that e Graves are 


| ready for them; but our Apoſtle goes much 


higher, and tells us, that he knew it, even 
as our Lord Jeſus Chriſt had ſhewed him; and 
indeed it is neceſſary there be ſomething more 
to give us a full Conviction, and a practical 
Knowledge of this, than what ariſes merely 
from our own Obſervation, made either on 
ourſelves, or on others. 

No Doubt there was ſomewhat peculiar to 


the Caſe of the Apoſtle Peter couched in this 


not wm 10000 


Phraſe, Even as our Lord Jeſus Chriſt has 


ſewed me; and yet there is a Senſe the Words 
will bear at this Diſtance of Time, appli- 
cable to Believers in general. 

Firſt, There was ſomewhat peculiar in the 
Caſe of the Apoſtle. 

SOME refer this to the Converſation that 
paſſed between CHRIST and Peter in John 
ix. 18, 19. Verihy, verihy, J ſay unto thee, 

. when 
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when thou waſt young, thou girdeſi thyſelf, and 
weed hither thai wouldeſt ; but when thou. 
ſhalt be old, thou ſhalt ſtreteh forth thy Hands, and 
another ſhall gird thee, and carry thee whither thou 
wouldeſt not. This ſpake he ſignifying by what Deal 
he jhou!d glorify God. Our Lord there told him, 
that he ſhould die a v:/olen/Death, or ſuffer Mar- 
tyrdom for his Sake; and ſo he did, under 
that bloody Emperor NxERO's Perſecution. 
Thus our Lord ſhewed him, he mult put off 
his Tabernacle, —Others ſuppoſe, that a little 
before he was ſeized by his Perſecutors, he was 
favo,,..d with a Viſion or Revelation of 
CuRisr, whereby he was informed of his 
Deceaſe. 

Bur let this be as it will. Secondh, There 
is a Senſe in which it may be ſafely ſaid, The 
Loxp Jesvs CHRST ſhews his People, that 
{ſhortly they muſt put off their Tabernacle; 
for though we can plead no Viſions and Re- 
velations of the Lorp, nor do we need theſe 
extraordinary Appearances, nevertheleſs it is 
a Privilege common 19 Believers to have che 
D ſcovery « of this Truth, not indeed a at a all 
Times, nor with the ſame Degree of Evi- 
dence ; for in this Matter e our Lon is { ſove- 

reign at and free. It is as a : Prophet he 1 makes 
N mani- 
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manifeſt thoſe Things to his People, which 


others remain Strangers unto. 

Bor here it may be aſked, What Need is 
there that Cur1sT ſhould give us the Know- 
| ledge of our Mortality, when it is confeſſed 
| by every one, that the Sentence of Death is 

unavoidable? The Living know that they ſhall die. 
| Was the Queſtion to be put to every Indi- 
vidual here, Do you know that you ſhall 
die? your own Conſcience muſt anſwer in 
the Affirmative. You ſee that wiſe Men die, 
likewiſe the Fool and the brutiſh Perſon periſh ; 
Men that held the moſt honourable Stations, 
Men of the moſt brilliant Capacities, Men 
of the greateſt Holineſs, Integrity, and Zeal 
tor the Honour of Gop and the Rights of 
their Country; yea, Prince and Peaſant, 
Miniſters and People, Young and Old, muſt 
be levelled with the Duſt. Enſigns of Mourn- 
ng and the Tokens of Death are around us ; 
and do you not ſometimes feel within your 
own animal Frame thoſe Symptoms that tend 
o a Diſſolution ? But notwithſtanding all 
theſe Things, ſuch is the Deceitfulneſs of Sin, 
and the Stupidity of our Souls, that in order 
o our being rightly and religiouſly affected 
vith-a Senſe of Death, it is neceſſary to 
are it manifeſted to us by our LoRD Jzsus 
CaRIST, 
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CurisT, that we muſt ſhortly put off tht 
our Tabernacle. In Verſe 12. of this Chap. 
ter the Apoſtle ſays, I will not be negligent is 
put you always in Remembrance of theſe Things, 
though ye know them, and be eſtabliſhed in the 
preſent Truth. So I may ſay, Notwithſtand- 
ing ye know theſe Things I am ſpeaking of, 
it is needful you have a freſh Remembrance, 
and an affecting Senſe of them, otherwiſe 
you can make no ſuitable Improvement of 
them. 
Now here I ſhall obſerve, [1] That 4 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſhews us by the Pointings of 
his Providence, that it will be but a little 
while before we go hence, and are no more. 
In the Book of Providence we may read 
many a Lecture on our own Mortality. There 
is indeed what our Law calls Chance- Medley, 
when any Perſon 1s killed caſually ; but even 
this caſual, this accidental Death, never hap- 
pens without the Direction of Divine Provi- 
dence as it is ſaid Exod. xxi. 13. If a Mon 
lie not in wait, but God deliver him into lis 
Hand, &c. And thus when Soldiers are ſlain 
in the Field of Battle, it is not the Fertw! | 
of War, or a Chance that happens to them ; for 
though the Sword devours one as well as another, 


without any Diſtinction, it is the H and of 
Divme 


L 25 J 


vine Providence interpoſes and directs every 


Stroke; or, as our good KING WILLIAM 


uſed to ſay, Every Bullet has its Commiſſion. 
So whenever any of our Friends die a na- 
tural Death, it is by the Order of God, in 
his wiſe and righteous Providence, Provi- 
dence ſhews us, in a Variety of Ways, what 
frail and dying Creatures we are, We have 
daily Inſtances ſet before us of the Uncer- 
tainty of all earthly Enjoyments, and that 
in a ſhort Time we mult go the Way of all 
Fleſh. | 

[2] Taz Lord Jesuvs CuRISH ſhews us the 
Brevity of our Life, and the Neceſſity of 
our Death by the Inſtructions of his Mord. 

In this ſacred Volume we are told, Pſal. 
XXXIX. G. That every Man at his beſt Eſtate is 
altogether Vanity. Job xiv. 1, 2. Man who 15 
born of a Woman is of few Days, and full of 
Trouble. He comes up like a Flower and is cut 
dnwn : he fleeth alſo as a Shadow, and continues 
not, Pſal. ci, 15. As for Man his Days are 
as Graſs, &c. Here we have Line upon Line 
concerning this momentous Affair. In this 
Book we have repeated Admonitions, and 
very ſtriking Repreſentations, to induce us 
to conſider our latter End. Herein appear 
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the Kindneſs and Faithfulneſs of our heaven- 
ly Lonp and Inſtructor. 

[3] Tursr ſame Truths the Lorp Jesvs 
Cur1sT ſhews his People by the ſaving Illu- 
mination of his Spirit; and indeed without 
this, all our Knowledge is but ſpeculative 
and unaffecting to the Heart. It is by his 
effectual inward Teaching, that what we 
ſee in the Courſe of Providence, and what 
we read in the Scriptures of Truth, is 
brought home to the Soul and rendered of 
ſpiritual Uſe to us. It 1s neceſſary we live 
as dying Creatures, and that we do every 
Thing with an Eye to the eternal World 
that we engage in the Concerns of this 
Life, and in the Duties of Religion, with 
an Eye to the Judgment-Seat of CRIST, 
before which we muſt all ſtand ; but this 
we ſhall not do, unleſs we are ſhewn by « 
divine fupernatural Light let into our Hearts, 
that we are Sinners before Gop, and there- 
fore under a Sentence of Death, and to the 
Execution of that Sentence we are every 
Day expoſed. We need freſh Convictions of 
theſe ſerious and weighty Things, that in a 
becoming Manner we may lay them to 
Heart, and then /h we labour in the Nene | 
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of Divine Grace, that whether preſent or ab- 


ſent, living or dying, we may be accepted of the 
Lord. 


I sHALL now cloſe with an Application, 
[1] AND muſt our Bodies die? hen let them 


nat engroſs our Care. 


Tris Body is but a Tabernacle, a ſlight, 
though curious Building, which muſt ſoon 
come down: it is a Garment that is curi- 
ouſly wrought, but it muſt quickly be put 
off. Would you not think that Man acted 
an unnatural Part, who was always expreſ- 
ſing a greater Concern for his Raiment than 
for his Body? As unnatural a Part do they 
act, who prefer the Welfare of their mor- 
tal Bodies before the Intereſts of their 1m- 
mortal Souls. But, O conſider, when your 
Bodies die, where will your Souls appear ? 
Then whoſe will theſe Things be, which 
you have provided ? Attend to the Call and 
the Advice of our Lox Jesus CHRIST, J. 
Iv. 2, 3. Wherefcre do ye ſpend Money for that 
which is net Bread? and your Labour for that 
which ſatisfies not ? Hearken diligently unto me 


and eat ye that which is good, and let your Soul 
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delight itſelf in Fatneſs. Incline your Ear, and 
come unto me, &c. 

[2] HERE is a folemn Call both 70 MV. 
niſters and others, to be up and doing the Will of 
Gon. | 

Tur Apoſtle makes this Uſe of his Know- 
ledge of the near Approach of Death. He 
was willing to be as ſerviceable to precious 
Souls as he could, the little Time he had to 
ſojourn in this Tabernacle. And indeed 
there is no Time for Idleneſs, but as he ſays 
in verſe 5. Giving all Diligence. And in verſe 
10. The rather give Diligence to make your Cal- 
ling and Election ſure; the rather be diligent 
in doing this, ſeeing ye have but a few days 
to do it in. The Work given thee to do, 
O thou Man of God, is great and large; and 
ſo is the Work given thee to do, O thou Pro- 


fehr of the Goſpel, though not of ſo peculiar 
a Nature. Work then while it is called To-day, 
for the Night will come wherein no Man can e 
work. Ariſe from the Bed of Sloth, and be K 
doing your Generation Work, and may 7/? b 
D be wot tf, thee, to Weng then a and pr oſper I 
oe." 

Ap now, Brethren, I have one Thing to atk 0 

of you, eſpecially of you who are the Mem- 10 


bers 
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bers of this Church, and I hope you'll not 
deny me, vig. That as by the Death of your 
aged Paſtor more Work and Care are de- 
volved upon me, you will make it your daily 
Buſineſs to be fervent in your Addreſſes to the 
| Throne of Grace on my Behalf. I need your 
| Help various Ways, and among > the reſt, 
Prayer is a conſiderable Help, as the Apoſtle 
| fays, 2 Cor. 1. 11. You alſo helping together by 
| Proyer for us. It 18 an appointed Help, it is 
| ſeaſonable Help, and through the Divine 
| Bleſſing, it ſhall prove an efficacious Help. 
| Pray that I, who have lately taken the 
| Overſight of you in the Loxp, may be 
directed, aſſiſted and ſucceeded in the Work 
of the Goſpel among you, to your En- 
largement as a Church, and to your In- 
creaſe in Knowledge, Grace and Conſola- 
ton, Never forget, that though Miniſters 
die, the Lox D J=sUs ChRIST is alive for 
eyermore, and that he has not only the 
keys of Death and the Inviſible World, 
but the Reſidue of the Spirit is with 
him. 

| SHALL only add, that you bore the 
character of an affectionate People to your de- 
ſed Paſtor ; and if I have an Intereſt in 


your 


30 
your Affection, which, I truſt, is the Cafe, 
then I ſhall have no Room to doubt of an 
Intereſt in your Prayers. 


Now the God of Peace be with you al, 
Amen. 
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dvo. or 6d. in 12mo. with large Allowance to 
thoſe vob buy a Number to give away. 


5. The Sin and Puniſhment of Edom 
Conſidered and Applied: In a Sermon on 
the Faſt-Day, Jar. 9, 1744-5. Price 64. 


6. Six Sermons on Hebrews vi. 12. Be not 
Halt ful, but Followers of them who through Faith 
and Patience inherit the Promiſes. Price 1 5. 


7. The Popiſh Doctrine of Juſtification 
by Works Conſidered, Price 64. 


8. Winning Chriſt and being Found in 
him, Conſidered : In Two Sermons on the 
Death of the Rev. Mr Robert Bragge. 
Price 6d. 


9. God with Us. A Sermon on the Fifth 
of November 1745. Price 6 4. 


10. Joy in Heaven and Juſtice on Earth, 
In Two Sermons on the Thankſgiving-Day, 
October 9, 1746, and the Fifth of Nevember. 

Price 64. 

| 11. Jeſus Chriſt the Only Mediator be- 
tween God and Man: In Oppoſition to Deiſin 
(which owns no Mediator) and Popery 
(which has brought in an Hundred.) Price 34 


* * The above-mentioned Books were all wrote by 
the Rev. Mr BRADBURY. 


Juſt Publiſhed, 

A Sermon preached at the Ordination of 
the Rev. Mr Richard Winter, June 24, 1759, 
at New-Court, near Lincoln's-Inn Fields, by 
John Olding. Together with an Intro- | 
ductory Diſcourſe, by Thomas Hall; Mr 
Winter's Confeſſion of Faith ; a Diſcourſe 
upon Impoſition of Hands, by Thomas 
Bradbury; and the Exhortation, by John 
Conder. Price 18. | 


An earneſt Exhortation to Prayer and 
Thankſgiving on the Nation's Account, in 4 
Sermon preached, Feb. 18, 1759, By the 
Rev. Mr Winter, Price 6d. | 


